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OBSERVATION OF THE FRUITS OF LACTUCA 

SATIVA AND ITS VARIETIES WITH 

AN ELECTRON MICROSCOPE 

1 2 
Shen Xian sheng Lu Run long 

(1. Dqaartment of Biology, Anhui CoUege of Education, Hefei, 230061) 

(2. Dqaartment of Biology, Science and Technological University of China, Hefei, 230026) 

Abstract The scanning electron microscope observation was given for the achenes of 
Lactuca sativa, L. sativa var. angustata, L. sativa var. romana and L. sativa L. 
var. yemensis \. S. Shen et R. L. Lu which was reported as a new variety in this pa¬ 
per. The stem and leaves of the new variety are covered with white wax powder. Its 
vascular tissue is not developed very well. The stem is even from base to top. The 
structure of the leaf is isobilateral. The obovate elKptic achene possesses sparsely 8 
12 rhaphes, and part of them are disappear in the top of the achene. 

Keywords Lactuea sativa; Achene; Scanning electron microscope; L. sativa var. 
yemensis 
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Lactuca sativa L. var. yemensis X. S. Shenet R. L. Lu var. nov. 

A typo differt cauMs et foliis pulvibus albis; Fructus obovato elliptica. 

Anhui: Guoyang, Yimen, Shen Xian sheng 93066, Oct. 20, 1993 (Typus ! Herbarium 
of Anhui College of Education). 
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Explanation of Plate 

Plate I 1~3. kch.exiQ oi Lactuca sativu', 4~ 6. Acheneof L. sativa var. angustata. (amplified at X25« X200 andX1000 
in turn) 

Platell 1~ 9. Acheneof L. sativa var. yemensis; 10— 12. Acheneof L. sativa var. romana. (amjiified at X25« X200 and 
X 1000 in turn) 



